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November 12, 2001 – President George W. Bush proclaims 
National American Indian Heritage Month

November 6, 1956 –
African-American civil
rights leaders Martin
Luther King and Ralph
Abernathy vote for
Republican Dwight
Eisenhower for
President

November 2, 1983 – 
President Ronald

Reagan makes Martin
Luther King’s birthday

a national holiday

November 13, 2002 – U.S. Rep.
Deborah Pryce (R-OH) elected as Chair 
of House Republican Conference; she is
highest-ranking woman in House majority
leadership in U.S. history

November 5, 2002 – Michael Steele, former
Chairman of Maryland Republican Party, 

elected as first African-American Lt. Governor 
in state history

November 5, 2002 –
Republican Alan
Nakanishi elected to
California State
Assembly; joined party
after being imprisoned
in Japanese internment
by FDR, because
“Republicans would
have honored the
Constitution”

November 9, 1938
– Republican Gladys
Pyle becomes first
woman elected to
U.S. Senate from
South Dakota

November 1, 1879 – 
Death of U.S. Senator
Zachariah Chandler 
(R-MI), Underground

Railroad con-
ductor and 
co-founder 
of the
Republican
Party

November 7, 1916 – Jeannette
Rankin, a Republican from Montana,
becomes the first woman elected to
the U.S. House of Representatives

November 16, 1948 – Death of
California Republican Florence Kahn,
first Jewish woman to serve in U.S.
House of Representatives, 1925-37

November 4, 1986 – Republican Kay Orr
of Nebraska elected as state’s first woman

governor; also first woman to defeat 
another woman in a gubernatorial race

November 29, 1935 – 
Death of African-American U.S. Rep.

Henry Cheatham (R-NC), who served
as delegate to two Republican

National Conventions
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November 1, 1879 – 
Death of U.S. Senator
Zachariah Chandler

(R-MI), Underground Railroad
conductor and co-founder of the
Republican Party

November 2, 1983 – 
President Ronald
Reagan makes Martin

Luther King’s birthday a 
national holiday

November 3, 1868 – 
Republican Ulysses
Grant defeats

Democrat Horatio Seymour in
presidential election; Seymour
had denounced Emancipation
Proclamation

November 4, 1986 – 
Republican Kay Orr
of Nebraska elected as

state’s first woman governor; also
first woman to defeat another
woman in a gubernatorial race

November 5, 2002 – 
Michael Steele, former
Chairman of

Maryland Republican Party,
elected as first African-American
Lt. Governor in state history

November 6, 1956 – 
African-American
civil rights leaders

Martin Luther King and Ralph
Abernathy vote for Republican
Dwight Eisenhower for President

November 7, 1916 – 
Jeannette Rankin, 
Republican from

Montana, becomes first woman
elected to U.S. House of
Representatives

November 8, 1840 – 
Birth of Judith 
Ellen Foster; 

addressing the 1892 Republican
National Convention, she
declared: “We are here to help
you, and we have come to stay”

November 9, 1938 – 
Republican Gladys
Pyle becomes first

woman elected to U.S. Senate
from South Dakota; earlier had
been first woman elected to 
constitutional office (Secretary 
of State) and to state legislature

November 10, 1829 – 
Birth of Charles
Mitchell, who with

fellow Massachusetts
Republican Edward Walker
became one of nation’s first 
two African-American state 
legislators in 1866

Veterans Day
November 11, 1880 – 
Death of abolitionist,

suffragist and Republican
activist Lucretia Mott

November 12, 2001 – 
President George W.
Bush proclaims

National American Indian
Heritage Month

November 13, 2002 – 
U.S. Rep. Deborah
Pryce (R-OH) elected

as Chair of House Republican
Conference; she is highest-ranking
woman in House majority 
leadership in U.S. history

November 14, 1824 – 
Birth of U.S. Rep.
James Ashley 

(R-OH), author of constitutional
amendment to ban slavery

November 15, 1983 – 
President Ronald
Reagan’s nominee to

Commodity Futures Trading
Commission, Susan Meredith
Phillips, confirmed as first
woman to serve as Chairman

November 16, 1948 – 
Death of California
Republican Florence

Kahn, first Jewish woman to
serve in U.S. House of
Representatives, 1925-37

November 17, 2003 – 
First generation 
immigrant, Austrian-

American Republican Arnold
Schwarzenegger, sworn in as
Governor of California

November 18, 1872 – 
Susan B. Anthony
arrested for voting,

after boasting to Elizabeth Cady
Stanton that she voted for “the
Republican ticket, straight”

November 19, 1863 – 
President Abraham
Lincoln delivers

Gettysburg Address, calling for
“a new birth of freedom”

November 20, 1953 – 
Birth of Matt Fong,
Chinese-American

Republican elected Treasurer of
California in 1994; Republican
candidate for U.S. Senate in
1998

November 21, 1991 – 
President George H.
W. Bush signs Civil

Rights Act of 1991 to strengthen
federal civil rights legislation

November 22, 1865 – 
Republicans denounce
Democrat legislature

of Mississippi for enacting “black
codes,” which institutionalized
racial discrimination

November 23, 1860 – 
Birth into slavery of
Republican Edward

Johnson, historian and first
African-American New York
state legislator (1917-18); helped
outlaw racial discrimination in
public accommodations

Thanksgiving
Day
November 24, 1929 – 

Death of U.S. Senator Francis
Warren (R-WY), last Senator to
have fought for Union in Civil
War; hired first woman in U.S.
Senate, Republican Leona Wells

November 25, 1955 – 
Eisenhower 
administration bans

racial segregation of interstate
bus travel

November 26, 2002 – 
Republican Judy Baar
Topinka becomes first

woman to chair either major
party in Illinois

November 27, 1857 – 
Birth of Republican
Robert Terrell,

women’s suffrage advocate;
appointed as first African-
American judge in District of
Columbia by President Theodore
Roosevelt

November 28, 1989 – 
President George H.
W. Bush establishes

National Museum of the
American Indian

November 29, 1935 – 
Death of African-
American U.S. Rep.

Henry Cheatham (R-NC), 
who served as delegate to two
Republican National
Conventions

November 30, 1983 – 
Clarence Pendleton
completes first term as

first African-American Chairman
of U.S. Civil Rights Commission;
appointed by President Ronald
Reagan in 1981
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THE HOUSE POLICY COMMITTEE

Christopher Cox, Chairman
policy.house.gov

“We believe that everyone deserves
a chance, that everyone has value,
that no insignificant person was
ever born. We believe that all are
diminished when any are hopeless.
We are one people, committed to
building a single nation of justice
and opportunity.”

...
“We understand every child in
America must be educated in order
for this country to realize its full
promise.”

...
“We continue to work for an
America where individuals are 
celebrated for their abilities, not
judged by their disabilities.”

...
“Today we are fighting for 
freedom in a new way, and on 
new battlefields. And we continue
to press for equal opportunity for
every American here at home.”  

George W. Bush
43rd President of the United States
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