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 H. Con. Res. 21, a concurrent resolution authorizing the use of the 

Capitol Grounds for the Greater Washington Soap Box Derby 
 

FLOOR SITUATION 

On Tuesday, April 21, 2015, the House will consider H. Con. Res. 21, a concurrent resolution 
authorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds for the Greater Washington Soap Box Derby, under 
suspension of the rules.  The concurrent resolution was introduced on March 3, 2015 by Rep. Steny 
Hoyer (D-MD) and was referred to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, which ordered 
it reported by voice vote on April 15, 2015.  

SUMMARY 

H. Con. Res. 21 would authorize the Greater Washington Soap Box Derby Association to sponsor 
soap box derby races on the grounds of the U.S. Capitol on June 20, 2015, or on such other date as 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the Committee on Rules and Administration of the 
Senate may jointly designate.  The resolution requires that the event be free of admission charge, 
open to the public, and not interfere with the needs of Congress under terms and conditions to be 
prescribed by the Architect of the Capitol and the Capitol Police Board.   

BACKGROUND 

Soap box racing has a long and storied history in the Greater Washington D.C. area, with the first 
official races occurring in 1938.1  The event requires an act of Congress each year to authorize the 
Architect of the Capitol, the Greater Washington Soap Box Derby Association, and the Capitol Police 
Board to agree upon the requirements to hold the race on the Capitol grounds.2  This year marks the 
74th Greater Washington Soap Box Derby.  

COST 

CBO estimates that passage of H. Con. Res. 21 would result in no significant cost to the federal 
government. 

                                                 
1
 http://hoh.rollcall.com/cbo-sets-wheels-in-motion-for-annual-d-c-soap-box-derby/ 

2
 Id.  
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STAFF CONTACT 

 
For questions or further information please contact Jerry White with the House Republican Policy 
Committee by email or at 6-5539. 
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